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PROPOSAL: 

Rule 62.1(a), Redress 
Rule 87.2, Notice of Race; Appointment of Race Officials 
The notice of race can be changed, either by the organizing authority, or, if so authorised in the 
notice of race, by the race committee.  Only changes made by the race committee can give rise to 
redress.  Only the notice of race can state the precedence between conflicting provisions in the 
notice of race and in the sailing instructions. 

Q1. Can the notice of race be changed once it is published? 

A1. It is always possible to change a notice of race and it is safe to do so before any entries 
have been received.  Any changes should be published using the same method that was used for 
the original notice.  It is also sensible to notify directly anyone who is known to be interested in 
entering. 

Q2. If so, who is permitted to do so, and how and when may it be done? 

A2. The organizing authority is responsible for publishing the notice of race, and normally it 
must make any changes.  However, the notice itself could contain some other method of making 
changes.  For instance, it would be possible to provide in the notice that the race committee can 
make changes.  Subject to what is said below, the notice can be changed at any time up to the end 
of the event it deals with. 

Q3. Is a boat entitled to redress under the Racing Rules of Sailing if a valid change to the notice 
of race affects her adversely?  Does she have any other remedy? 

A3. A boat cannot claim redress under the Racing Rules of Sailing if she suffers because of the 
amendment, unless it is made by the race committee as envisaged in paragraph 2.  Rule 62.1 (a) 
only refers to an improper action or omission of the race committee or the protest committee.  
An act of the organizing authority is not covered.  A boat may have other remedies in law, but 
these are outside the scope of the Racing Rules of Sailing. 

Q4. If a sailing instruction conflicts with the notice of race, which prevails? 

A4. In the absence of a specific provision in the notice of race, neither the notice nor the sailing 
instruction prevails.  See ISAF case 98.  If a boat’s finishing position is made significantly worse 
because of the conflict, she may be able to seek redress.  Rule 88.1 requires the race committee to 
conduct races as directed by the organizing authority.  It is also required to publish the sailing 
instructions.  If it publishes one that conflicts with the notice of race, that could be an improper 
action, giving rise to redress if it affects a boat’s finishing position. 

Q5. If the sailing instructions say that a sailing instruction prevails when there is a conflict 
between the notice of race and a sailing instruction, is that binding? 
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A5. A statement in the sailing instructions that they are to prevail over the notice of race is not 
binding.  Any such provision should be in the notice itself. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
There is no current position. 

REASON: 
To clarify how and when the notice of race may be changed, and the relationship between 
the notice of race and the sailing instructions.  ISAF case 98 is not sufficiently clear in 
isolation.  Q&A 3 may be suppressed or changed if a submission seeking to include acts of 
the organizing authority within the scope of rule 62, Redress, is accepted. 
See also RYA submission to Appendix J. 


